As we decided at the Spring ACS Meeting and discussed last weekend, we will once again be writing the Certamen Questions for Area by committee, and here's how it will work. By January 7th you should send in 15 Certamenquestions per team you are registering. Registrations of Certamenteams without Certamen questions will not be accepted. The 15 questions should be for the same level as the team you are registering. These questions are due January 7th. They should be emailed to aorist9@gmail.com.

Your 15 questions should break down into these categories

For Middle School, Novice, and Intermediate:

2 Translation questions (English to Latin or Latin to English)

3 Vocabulary or Derivatives questions

2 Grammar questions (questions about grammar principles that don’t involve translation of full sentences

1 Mottoes/Abbreviations question

3 Mythology questions

3 History questions

1 Daily Life question

For Advanced:

3 Translation or Grammar questions

3 Vocabulary or Derivatives questions

1 Mottoes/Abbreviations question

2 or 3 Mythology questions

2 or 3 Literature questions

2 History questions

1 Daily Life question

NB: All questions should include a tossup and 2 boni
Writing Suggestions:

· Write questions that you think most teams on that level will be able to get. Don't feel like you need to make the questions hard. 

· This should go without saying, but you should not share these questions with your students (or anyone else's). 

· Do not take questions from published Certamen rounds. Please use the sources mentioned on the Area F Certamen Syllabus (attached) or the TSJCL Academic Source List. 

· Follow the syllabus (attached). Following the syllabus ensures that students have a fair chance to know the material and that they've been studying the correct information. (The syllabus for Area Certamen includes any information on syllabi for previous tournaments.) 

· If you are unsure about the format questions should take, I would like to direct you to the TSJCL Certamen Page, which has past State Certamen rounds. These questions are a little bit more difficult than the questions we would like to be writing, but the format can be a good guide. I am also attaching a document with some common formats for language questions.

Please email me (aorist9@gmail.com) and let me know if you would like to write 5 passage questions (6 for MS/Novice) for a level instead of 15 other questions. DO NOT just start writing passages. We only need 5 passage questions per level (6 in MS/Novice), so you'll need to claim them if you want them.

